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its significant “first”: G

“Parallel Fracture” –

–

–

–

that once “encapsulated” us,

the “Precariat” and the status anxiety triggered by women’s educational gains. 



concept of “Digital Encapsulation” as a modern replacement for the physical 

subcultures of the 20th century. Finally, Chapter 4 examines the “supply side” of 

“ ”



Giorgia Meloni’s Fratelli d’Italia

realignment. This chapter maps the 2022 results to demonstrate that the “Parallel 

Fracture” –

–

The most important result was the clear victory of Fratelli d’Italia



–

among university graduates (24.5%). Conversely, Fratelli d’Italia (FdI) 

“g ”

“ ” “ ”,

https://www.ipsos.com/it-it/elezioni-politiche-risultati-elettorali-analisi-post-voto-ipsos
https://www.ipsos.com/it-it/elezioni-politiche-risultati-elettorali-analisi-post-voto-ipsos
https://www.conflavoro.it/elezioni-politiche-2022-dati-finali/


“ ”,

(25.1%). The PD’s base is heavily le



d’Italia

“ ”

–

•

•

• Fratelli d’Italia (FdI): 

This data suggests that the “Meloni wave” was a phenomenon primarily driven by 

the “anti system” appeal of the M5S and the “ ”

https://www.ipsos.com/it-it/millenials-generazione-z-rapporto-giovani-politica-italia
https://www.ipsos.com/it-it/millenials-generazione-z-rapporto-giovani-politica-italia


right’s traditionalist platform, suggesting that its 

argues, the historical “Left” advantage among young people has evolved into a 

more volatile “opinion based” vote, where the youngest voters gravitate toward 

– –

A critical reason for this “distance” is the changing nature of political 

shift where politics moved from being a “subject” to an “object” of narration

“TikTok is not just another app […] 

programs”.

Giorgia Meloni attempted to bridge this gap through a “strategy of normalization”

– –

“ ”,

Young People’s Voting Behaviour in Europe. 

https://doi.org/10.1057/978-1-137-59243-9


representation. Amendola and Masullo argue that while politicians “inhabited” the 

(TikTok, Instagram) during the campaign: “The young and very young cont

to perceive [politicians'] language as distant from that typical of Z generation”.

https://www.instagram.com/freeda/?hl=it


contradiction: “female electoral mobilization has been massive since the early 

years of democracy,” yet it “has not been accompanied by an adequate 

enhancement of women’s presence in political institutions”.

n this context, “going to the polls was conceived as a duty by 

the majority of voters”, while “abstention was considered a form of unacceptable 

”. In the Second Republic, women’s disengagement from electoral 

participation became more pronounced and structural. As the authors argue, “the 

increasing autonomy of women’s political choices has increasingly translated into 

abstention”

“rejection of a form of politics conceived as male, patriarchal, and not suited to 

women”

The analysis of women’s electoral participation in Italy reveals a complex 

Italy’s 

“gender gap” in turnout has inverted. While women once participated at high rates, 



’

“ ”

https://lavoce.info/archives/99656/due-italie-nella-disaffezione-al-voto-delle-donne/
https://lavoce.info/archives/99656/due-italie-nella-disaffezione-al-voto-delle-donne/


“ ” of the Right: Fratelli d’Italia 

study from the Monitoring Democracy observatory at Bocconi University’s 

https://www.corriere.it/politica/25_marzo_24/ragazzi-a-destra-ragazze-a-sinistra-il-voto-polarizzato-dei-giovani-secondo-la-bocconi-fc4834a8-b78c-455a-bd68-180e31d81xlk.shtml
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“ ”

–

“triggering event” –

“ ”

which provides the ideological bridge between young men’s subjective sense of 

“ ”

understand if this divide is “new”, we must look at the 

youth voting. Maggini points out that for decades, “being young” 

“being left wing” in Europe.

“ ”

a state of “dealignment”: in many European 

It’s not just boomers, young people are voting far right too, 

Quaderni dell’Osservatorio elettorale –
–

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2025/02/covid-youth-conservative-shift/681705/
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-young-people-right-wing-voters-far-right-politics-eu-elections-parliament/
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-young-people-right-wing-voters-far-right-politics-eu-elections-parliament/
https://doi.org/10.36253/qoe%2012629




, which assumed that “the party systems of the 1960s reflect, with few 

but significant exceptions, the cleavage structures of the 1920s”.



are considered as “national revolutions” while the other two are related to the 

“

lezioni22 | L’Italia al voto, tra vecchi e nuovi cleavages 
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”

through “a set of organizations and 

institutions which are part of the cleavage”

– –

division does not automatically become a political one. Rather, “social distinctions 

become political cleavages only when they are organized as such”

Bartolini and Mair contend that “the freezing of the party systems was essentially 

a process of the closing of the market” By creating “ enclaves” –

–

“available” for persuasion by opposing forces. In this framework, stability is 

maintained by “the development of powerful organizational networks which 

encapsulated the electorate and shielded it from the appeals of the competitors”

–



alignment: the “ hawing” of the political 

experiencing a “transnational revolution” that is generating a new line of 

indicated as the “GAL TAN divide” (Green

Hooghe, L. and Marks, G. (2017). Cleavage theory meets Europe’s crises: Lipset, Rokkan, and the 
–



“ ”

“Precariat” and the collapse of the generational pact 

“

of the entitlements that the old working class and the salariat took for granted”

–



“occupational identity” i

produces a “precariatized mind”

by a “sense of a short term future” which prevents the lon

reached historical peaks, the “quality” of work for the youth is lagging. 

to the report, “nearly 32%

vulnerability”, 

– –

higher education has become an essential “shield” for young women. 



This creates a condition of “cognitive mobilization”

–

–

of traditional labour, making them more susceptible to “nostalgic” political 

profound structural divergence that exacerbates the “Savage Age” l’età selvaggia

“ ”, where 55,

progress has ended, the lack of a secure future leads to a retreat into the “present”, 

driven exclusively by young women’s increased participation in the education 

–



Italy appears to have transitioned into what Bauman characterizes as “Liquid 

Modernity”. In this state, identity is no longer a “given” but has instead become a 

“task” that individuals must repeatedly perform.

– – may turn to a “nostalgic” 

cleavage: despite sharing a precarious economic reality, men and women “belong 



to different social groups” defined by their distinct structural position and 

documented, advanced industrial societies have shifted from a “traditional” gender 

– – a “modern” 

–



“reversal of the gender gap in education”

defines “cognitive mobilization”

skills have given young women the tools to escape old electoral boxes. They aren’t 

Conversely, young men are increasingly falling into a “stagnation trap”. As the 

group experiences a decline of their ‘subjective social status’. By following 

Gidron and Hall define a person’s subjective social status “as the level 

[…] It embodies a person’s sense of where she stands in relation to the full social 

in that respect, might be said to represent social integration”

senior lecturer in the social science of development at King’s College “There is a 

–

–
–



inclusion] is going too far,” she says, adding “some question if women’s gains are 

coming at the expense of them”

“marginalized identity”. ry of “reflexive 

modernization”

What’s behind the global political divide between young men and women?

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/nov/14/us-election-donald-trump-voters-gender-race-data
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/nov/14/us-election-donald-trump-voters-gender-race-data


requires a “solid social base”

by the “reversal of the gender gap in education”

as the engine for “cognitive mobilization”, providing young women with the 

“status loss” as traditional economic and social roles erode.

According to Hooghe and Marks, the contemporary “transnational cleavage” pits 

–



“

”,

“a set of organizations and institutions which are part of the cleavage”

“encapsulation”, which creates “social enclaves” that shield

the digital ecosystem to achieve a “closing of the market”.

“

and anger” as a “symbolic 

–

–



glue”

– –

–

–



predominantly select the scientific track (65,6%), while girls’

’s degrees and 14,1% more for master’s 

map of the country’s 



In today’s environment, technology 

“gatekeepers” of political discourse –

–

“Based on the logics of production and distribution, election 

candidates can engage in “personalized politics” by […] 

–

https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444816686103


citizen and the political “supply”, but it simultaneously strips away the 

“Indeed, as 

.”

become “an invisible yet fundamental infrastructure” of daily life

of “generational exclusion” for those lacking the critical 

skills to navigate this complex environment, creating a divide between “active 

digital citizens” and “passive consumers”

Cass Sunstein in 2017 notes, this leads to the creation of the “Daily Me”

–

https://doi.org/10.1080/10584609.2024.2325423


“What Me.com”

“the voices 

of people like themselves”, filtering out dissenting perspectives

–

of “un ” with opposing views “

…] Indispensable not only 

to education but also to citizenship itself”

architecture: the “scrolling backwards” phenomenon

of the “Filter Bubble”

“information cocoons” that shield individuals from cognitive dissonance “In 

ed pages only the opinions with which you agree”

– –

https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2008/6/4/the-architecture-of-serendipity-this-years/
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2008/6/4/the-architecture-of-serendipity-this-years/


– –

“

to be free”.

is the necessity for citizen to share a “wide range of 

common experiences”

“social glue”. 

fabric frays into “fragmented enclaves” where 

– –

cease to inhabit a shared normative reality. This atomization ensures the “other” 

the “group polarization”: talking only 

Cass Sunstein’s ‘#Republic’ explores dangers of social media curation.

https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2017/03/cass-sunsteins-republic-explores-dangers-of-social-media-curation/
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2017/03/cass-sunsteins-republic-explores-dangers-of-social-media-curation/


tion “means that if you listen to people like you, you’ll probably 

other, they’ll probably become more extreme, and the same is true for Democrats. 

We’ve seen plenty of that, and we’re ”

– described as “Scrolling 

Backwards”

– often termed “out ” –

the statement that “most feminists just hate men”, a sentiment that 

Cass Sunstein’s ‘#Republic’ explores dangers of social media curation.



Digital communities: the Italian “manosphere” and the far

“

”,

–

g the “LMS” (Look, 

“Websites like Il Maschicidio, Diritti Maschili –

manosphere”.

“ ” “ ” 

women’s



through a process Wallaschek and Minkus describe as “Scrolling 

Backwards”. 

“

”,

reveals the truth to the hero after he consumes the “red pill”. “This 

”

“radical feminist” scheme are essential for sustaining group unity.

now concur with the trope that “most feminists just hate men,” a sentiment that 

flourishes in digital environments where “out group animosity” is algorithmically 

By transforming the psychological “status loss” of young men into 



“digital natives”

“ ”

“ ”

“ ”

“ ”

“encapsulation”.

https://doi.org/10.1080/13501763.2025.2481181
https://doi.org/10.1080/23745118.2024.2304591


– –

of “unplanne and unanticipated encounters”

as modern forms of isolation that effectively “close the market”

gravitating toward the “Green ” 

Nationalist”

two entirely different “normative realities” where the “other” gender is 

“

highly polarized countries, political actors’ strategic use of rhetoric can enlarge 

–

https://doi.org/10.1177/0002716218818782
https://doi.org/10.1080/10584609.2024.2325423


, “s

”

–

https://doi.org/10.1080/23808985.2021.1976070
https://www.weforum.org/publications/global-risks-report-2024/digest/


“

”

‘ ’

hardens the ‘parallel fracture’.

“

”

, ‘ ’ ‘ ’

of the people” Since it’s “ ”, 

“ er” –

–

In this framework, the ‘elite’ is accusing of betraying the general will of the people 

ideological imposition’ by ‘ ’

makes compromise impossible, as one cannot negotiate with the ‘evil’. 



“

‘ ’

”.

“Populist right

civil society”

“Objective social status is a relational variable, that is to say, it embodies a person’s 

who feel ‘left behind’ by contemporary society”.

, through the article “

communication: the spectre of populism online”, 

Criscitello’s 

thanks to its four quadrants of the “populism matrix”. “In this matrix, the four types 

–

https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-4446.12319


populist movement’s formation (whether it is an

”.

left section symbolizes “media populism” which is emblematic of the 

“These 



typical tone of television talk shows” “chameleonic” 

“

develops around issues that are ignored or neglected by the dominant elite”.

. “

”

“

‘ ’ ’

”

“Populist leaders are able to establish a direct bond with the ‘ ’,

‘ ’

will of these leaders”.



finds its roots in ethnic communities. In this context, “populists perceive 

themselves as the sole legitimate representatives of a morally upright ‘people’ in a 

gainst the ‘other’, who is seen as a threat to their 

” The ‘people’ is perceived as a unified whole, and anyone who 

disagrees with populist agendas is instantly labelled as “enemies of the people”.

’s objective is to 

“These issues often do not coincide with the classic left

way, niche parties are able to reach voters across traditional partisan alignments”

“The ‘people centrism’ –

–

“

”



of “redemptive politics” based on the democratic promise of a better world through 

the sovereign people”

“ ”.

– –

“ ”

“‘Populist contagion’ goes beyond the simple use of 

”.

“ ”

Acampa’s research reveals a crucial finding regarding platform 

“ ” 

“Disinformation and 



overlap”.

For young men, this often means being ‘sorted’ into the manosphere

“ ”

link is precisely what allows the “information cocoons” discussed in Chapter 3 to 

“ ”

“ ”.

“ ”.

“

” “ ”:

“Populist right

this relationship an opportunistic synergy”

populist right is driven by a person’s sense of where they stand in relation to the 

“ ” “

is a relational variable, that is to say, it embodies a person’s sense of where she 

) La disinformazione incontra il populismo. Un’analisi del contesto italiano,
–



a fully recognized member of society”

‘ ’

‘ ’

“populism is strongest supported by stigmatized groups who face difficulties in

finding a positive social identity”. “a stigmatized group will 

‘ ’,

attracted to populism”.

affirm that “

‘ ’.

”

young Italian men experience this “status loss”. They feel like they are no longer 



“fully recognized members of society” and populism organizes this feeling of 

contemporary “knowledge societies”. The centrality of education to social and 

gitimacy is epitomized by Tony Blair’s assertion: “Ask me my three 

education”

as “less educated” carries a distinct social 

called “diploma democracies”

“while economic change can be a source of grievance 



goes beyond voters’ concern with the material impact of those issues”.

“T

‘ ’

”

“populism is quite simply a way 

. ‘ ’

what Laclau calls “empty signifiers” (a set of ideals and concepts embedded in 

”

as it shapes “the people” using implicitly gendered stories, ethical hierarchies, and 

‘ ’ ‘

’ ‘ ’

“

realignment”



wing populism may be seen as a type of “masculinist identity politics”, intended 

As the writers indicate, this kind of discourse provides “

” and directly appeals to the 

“ ”, thus rallying individuals who perceive themselves as 

a “ from neoliberalism”

danger that “gender ideology” represents t “‘ ’

national identity, excessive influence of the West and its cultural hegemony”

gender rhetoric serves as “

”, thus 

‘

’



“ ” 

‘ ’

“ ”

“ ”

: “a key 

environmental issues”.

gender studies, ISTAT data, or feminist scholarship as “elite 

propaganda”, populists ensure that young men and women continue to inhabit two 

“ ”

–



“ ” 

“p ”



“ ”

socialization. In the 20th century, voters were “encapsulated” by unions, churches, 

argued in Chapter 3, this has been replaced by “Digital Encapsulation”. 

Algorithmic filtering and the “Red Pill” logic of the manosphere have created a 

gravitate toward the “Green Libertarian” (GAL) pole in response to 

– a “ ”

in a state of permanent “parallelism”. If young men and women continue to inhabit 

different “normative realities” where the other gender is viewed as an ideological 

allow algorithms to dictate our political socialization, the “other” gender will 



very concept of a unified ‘people’.



Un’analisi del 

–

–

It’s not just 
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